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For Peter Kendrigan, coming to Wheelabrator Saugus 
as general manager means coming home. And he 
couldn’t be happier.

A Burlington native, Kendrigan, who has been working 
for Wheelabrator since 2001, has been living away 
from this area since taking over as plant manager at 
Wheelabrator Gloucester in southern New Jersey in 
2004.

“I’m thrilled to be home,” said Kendrigan, who had 
most recently served as  Wheelabrator’s regional vice 

Peter Rossetti welcomes Peter Kendrigan to 
Saugus at a reception held at Polcari’s.

Happy homecoming
for general manager
Kendrigan settles in at Saugus
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Unsung Heroes 
among us
The Saugus Business Education 
Collaborative honored nine 
students with the Unsung Hero 
Award on March 23. Presenting the 
awards were back row, from left, 
SBEC President John Smolinsky of 
Webster First Credit Union, Interim 
Superintendent of Schools Michael 
Hashem and Wheelabrator Saugus 
General Manager Peter Kendrigan.       

                          See article on page 3. 
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As senior environmental manager for Wheelabrator 
Technologies, Matt Hughes’ job is to identify issues 
before they become issues. 

“It’s about asking questions to come up with solutions,” 
said Hughes, who is based in Portsmouth, N.H. and 
works closely with the Saugus energy-from-waste plant. 
“We try to be proactive and identify issues before they 
become problems.”

Compliance is a focal point of the job for Hughes, 
who files regulatory reports, works on permitting and 
keeps the Saugus Board of Health updated on what is 
happening at the plant.

“We are a highly regulated business and we take 
it very seriously,” Hughes said. “We have high  
expectations for our operations people. Environmental 
responsibility is a priority and I am proud to play a role 
in that.”

Hughes also works on audits, 
maintenance projects and 
planning for outages – periods 
where one of the two boilers is 
taken offline for routine repairs 
to ensure they are completed in 
compliance with environmental 
requirements.

“We try to be proactive and closely monitor the process 
from the time trucks arrive with everyday household 
waste to the point that energy is generated,” he said. 

Hughes has been working for Wheelabrator since 2001 
when he was hired as an environmental engineer. Prior 
to that he worked for a waste-to-energy company in 
Maine.

A Hooksett, N.H. native, Hughes graduated from New 
England College in 1995 with a degree in environmental 
science. He lives in New Hampshire with his wife, 
Christine, son, Garrett, 16, and daughter, Gabrielle, 15.
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More than 40 years after it became the first energy-
from-waste facility in the United States, Wheelabrator 
Saugus -- designed to address a serious solid-waste 
problem in the area -- remains the flagship plant in 
the Wheelabrator Technologies fleet. To have been 
entrusted with the oversight of this plant as general 
manager is a humbling experience.

I grew up in Burlington and graduated from Burlington 
High before attending Massachusetts Maritime 
Academy. Having been out of the area since 2004, I 
am thrilled to be back in Massachusetts. 

It’s great to be home and this is an exciting time to be 
coming to Saugus. I am very much looking forward to 
playing an active role in the conversation we have with 
the community and public officials as we discuss the 
future of our monofill operation.

And while that conversation is critical, it is one facet of 
a coordinated effort to better engage Saugus residents. 
In all of my previous positions with Wheelabrator, 
I have strived to ensure there was an open line of 

communication between the plant and the community.  
That will also be the case in Saugus.

I’ve had the opportunity to interact with many  
residents and business people. I’ve told them what has 
been stated here: I’m here to listen to their concerns 
and do everything in my power to address them.

Like all Wheelabrator facilities, the Saugus plant has 
a history of being a good neighbor, supporting a wide 
variety of organizations and causes in town. I certainly 
plan on continuing and enhancing those efforts.

I appreciate the warm welcome many of you have 
already extended and I look forward to meeting 
more of you in the coming weeks and months. In the 
meantime, please try to attend an upcoming tour this 
spring or summer. We’d love to have you.

If you have a question about our operations or you 
would like to take a tour, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me directly at 781.233.7600 ext. 4412 or at 
pkendrigan@wtienergy.com. Please see page 7 for a 
schedule of upcoming tours of our wildlife sanctuary.

MESSAGE FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

Excited to work where it all began
BY PETER KENDRIGAN

EMPLOYEE PROFILE: Matt Hughes, Senior Environmental Manager

An environment  
of compliance
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Thanks to the Saugus Business Education Collaborative, 
some special Saugus students got their just due.

Nine Saugus Public Schools students were honored as 
Unsung Heroes by the SBEC on March 23 at a dinner 
and awards ceremony at Prince Pizzeria sponsored by 
Wheelabrator Saugus.

The students were recognized for their academic efforts 
and contributions to their school community. To qualify 
for the award, students must have shown consistent 

academic effort, exemplary character, mature behavior 
and good citizenship. 

“This is a great opportunity to shine a light on 
students who consistently brighten the lives of others 
by their efforts and example,” said Peter Kendrigan, 
Wheelabrator Saugus general manager. “We are 
very proud to honor deserving students who might 
not otherwise be recognized, and we are grateful for 
the opportunity to participate with the SBEC in this 
outstanding event.”

The 2016 Unsung Heroes are: Mayara Clamens and Jay 
Patel, Veterans Memorial Elementary; Jessica Bremberg, 
Oaklandvale Elementary; Kyera Edeman, Waybright 
Elementary; Rachel Rivas, Lynnhurst Elementary; Paul 
Duong and Rebecca Prezioso, Belmonte Middle School; 
Amariah Condon and Alexandria Lembo, Saugus High 
School.

The honorees received a trophy, Barnes & Noble gift card 
and citation from the Mass. House of Representatives, 
courtesy of Rep. Donald Wong.

Unsung Heroes get their due

Wheelabrator Saugus General Manager Peter Kendrigan helped present this year’s Unsung Hero awards: (1) Rachel Rivas, with Lynne Callahan 
and principal Michael Mondello; (2) Jessica Bremberg, with principal Eric Jones and Lisa Kilfoyle; (3) Mayara Clamens, with principal Tracey Ragucci 
and Bill Palmerini; (4) Jay Patel, with Tracey Ragucci and Bill Palmerini; (5) Kyera Edeman, with principal Kelly Moss, Jason Logrippo and Donna 
Repucci; (6) Paul Duong, with Yadissa Bello and principal Kerry Robbins; (7) Rebecca Prezioso, with Kimberly Politano and principal Kerry Robbins; 
(8) Amariah Condon, with acting principal Brendon Sullivan and Bethany Larsen; (9) Alexandria Lembo, with Richard Lavoie and Brendon Sullivan.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

Wheelabrator proud to sponsor SBEC annual event
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The presence of the Smith’s Longspur has created 
quite a stir, although rare birds are far from the 
only attraction at the Bear Creek Wildlife Sanctuary, 
located on the grounds of the Wheelabrator Saugus 
energy-from-waste plant. 

Geoff Wilson of Northeast Wetlands Restoration 
manages the sanctuary for Wheelabrator and led 
walks on two consecutive Wednesdays in January 
that drew more than 80 bird enthusiasts to seek out 
the Smith’s Longspur, a rare species that typically only 
winters in the central United States and breeds along 
the Arctic shore. 

“I’ve been birding for 38 years and it’s a rare 
opportunity to see something like this,” said Fred 
Bouchard of Belmont. “For many of us, this could be 
the only chance to see it at all. I feel grateful for the 
chance to see it here.”

Wilson said the bird had been in the general area for 
about a month before birders identified it during a 
walk at the sanctuary Jan. 17.

“This has been a gratifying season to be part of the 
Bear Creek Wildlife Sanctuary management team,” 
Wilson said. “Wheelabrator Saugus has had some 
very interesting birds come to our sanctuary this year.” 

The birders who frequent Bear Creek annually catalog 
the types of birds they see at the sanctuary. This year, 
they saw a Swainson’s Hawk, a midwestern bird that 
travels to South America, according to Soheil Zendeh, 
who organizes the bird walks. 

In an effort to get another look at the rare hawk, 
the group organized a special walk, during which 
they came across several other interesting species, 
including the Smith’s Longspur. 

“This is not a bird I expected to see here,” said 
Wayne Petersen of Mass Audubon, who added it 
was only the third sighting of the Smith’s Longspur in 
Massachusetts in 50 years.

Wilson said that while there have been many 
interesting birds spotted at Bear Creek this year, the 
philosophy is not to focus on the rare species.  

“Everyone agrees the vagrant birds we have 
documented at Bear Creek over the years, such as 
the Swainson’s Hawk and the Smith’s Longspur, have 
arrived on the North Shore after being blown off 
course during their migration,” Wilson said. “But it 
may not be an accident that they came to rest at the 
sanctuary for a few days while they were in the area.” 

Wilson said he and the sanctuary management team 
believe the birds arrived as a result of their efforts 
managing the sanctuary for the nearly 200 other bird 
species they plan for each year.  Since its integration 
with the Wheelabrator Saugus energy-from-waste 
facility 17 years ago, Bear Creek has provided 
migratory habitats for 178 bird species along with 
five vagrant species.  

To prepare for these annual visitors, Wilson and his 
team, working in conjunction with Wheelabrator 
employees, coordinate efforts to implement 10 
different wildlife management plans at the 340-acre 
wildlife sanctuary.

”The sanctuary is run seamlessly in concert with the 
adjacent energy-from-waste plant and monofill,” 
said Wheelabrator Saugus General Manager Peter 
Kendrigan. “Bear Creek is an important part of 
our operation and an example of Wheelabrator’s 
unyielding commitment to the environment. The 
sanctuary’s success is a testament to the proactive 
management of the diverse site by Geoff and his 
team.” 

These active management practices are focused on 
creating the key habitat signatures migratory birds 
look for from above including the tones and textural 
features specific to each habitat.  Without the active 
management made possible by Wheelabrator’s 
operations, these targeted bird species simply would 
not be here.

Many of the most interesting bird species that visit 
the sanctuary each year prefer grassland habitats, 
including the Smith’s Longspur and Swainson’s 
Hawk. Naturally occurring grasslands are rare in New 

The Smith’s Longspur was also a visitor to 
Bear Creek, marking only the third time in 50 
years it has been spotted in Massachusetts.             

The Swainson’s Hawk has been spotted at 
Bear Creek Wildlife Sanctuary. 

Bird is the 
word at   
Bear Creek

Active management leads to sanctuary success 

“This is not a bird I expected to see here.” 
Wayne Petersen, Mass Audubon



Wheelabrator Saugus Community News Spring 2016  |  5

England, and as a result, these species have limited habitat 
availability in the Greater Boston area. 

In order to maintain diverse grasslands that appeal to many species 
at the sanctuary, Wilson and his dedicated team and volunteers 
apply  several different management plans to the grassy slopes that 
make up the sanctuary’s coastal grassland habitats.  At the end of 
each growing season, the grassland habitats rotate to new locations 
on the site in order to maintain productivity and to prevent woody 
species from establishing in the grasslands. Adjacent temporary 
songbird forage plots provide support habitats for the rotating 

grassland habitats 
and add diversity, thus 
increasing the appeal 
of the grasslands to 
additional species.

“It is not very often that 
an ‘A-list celebrity bird’ 
stops by the sanctuary 
for a visit,” Wilson said. 
“When they do, it is a 
little like winning the 
lottery around here and 
everyone has a hard 
time not smiling about 
it. Once they are gone, 
we all go back to work 
planning for next year’s 
migration season.” 

The Wheelabrator Saugus Bear Creek Wildlife Sanctuary has been 
certified by the Wildlife Habitat Council as a Wildlife at Work 
and Corporate Lands for Learning location since 2008. With nine 
ecosystems integrated into the active monofill, it is a habitat for not 
only 200 bird species but also coyotes, foxes, raccoons, and snakes. 

Soheil Zendeh, far right, organizes bi-weekly bird walks 
at Bear Creek. 

Bird watching at Bear Creek is
an activity for all ages.

From left, Jordan Osbon, Chris Sturgis and Matt Hughes of Wheelabrator; Peter 
Kendrigan, Wheelabrator Saugus general manager; Dave Rimmer of Essex County 
Greenbelt Association; Michelle Nadeau and Bob Faia of Wheelabrator; birder Ted 
McElligott; Geoff Wilson of Northeast Wetlands Restoration; Frank McKinnon, 
Saugus Conservation Officer; and Maggie Brown of Essex County Greenbelt. 

Bear Creek Wildlife Sanctuary at Wheelabrator Saugus provides a habitat for 178 species of 
migratory birds. If all goes according to plan, osprey will be added to that list.

Working in partnership with the Essex County Greenbelt Association, Wheelabrator erected a 
platform April 22 designed to provide a nesting opportunity for osprey. The osprey nesting plat-
form is located on the far southern end of the sanctuary, near the Pines River.

“We’ve added a lot of nesting platforms and repaired others,” said Dave Rimmer, who directs 
the osprey program for Essex County Greenbelt. “The hope is that instead of flying over the 
area, the osprey will find a suitable platform in Essex County and stay.”

The platform is 3 x 3 feet and sits atop a 6 x 6 inch post that is 10 feet high. It has loose brush 
on it.

Geoff Wilson of Northeast Wetlands Restoration, who manages the Bear Creek sanctuary for 
Wheelabrator, said osprey are one of two raptors in this region that feed exclusively on fish 
(along with the bald eagle). They are typically in the area from April to September, before 
migrating several thousand miles for the winter, traveling as far as South America.

Rimmer said his organization has installed about 15 nesting platforms in the last nine years, 
with excellent results. “Ten years ago there were a handful of pairs of osprey in Essex County,” 
he said. “In the last five years the number has tripled.” 

According to Essex County Greenbelt, in 2010 there were 11 pairs of breeding osprey between 
Boston and the New Hampshire border. That number has risen every year, reaching 36 last year. 

“From a conservation point of view this is a wonderful development,” said Frank McKinnon, 
Conservation Officer for the town of Saugus. “The osprey is a majestic bird and they will come, 
if not this year then next year.”

Wilson said installing the osprey nesting platform fits perfectly with Wheelabrator’s ongoing 
efforts to responsibly manage the sanctuary, which operates seamlessly in concert with the 
adjacent energy-from-waste facility. 

Osprey have a home at Bear Creek
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president in South Florida since 2013. “I am a New Englander at 
heart. I actually enjoy the change of seasons, so the weather is not 
an issue for me.”

Kendrigan replaced Eric Lucier, who left to take a job closer to his 
home in central Massachusetts. Former regional vice president 
Jairaj Gosine, who covered Wheelabrator’s Massachusetts and 
New Hampshire operations, is now vice president of operations for 
Wheelabrator and will continue to oversee the Saugus facility in that 
role.

Developing an open line of communication with the community is at 
the top of Kendrigan’s to-do list, and he is well on his way, having 
appeared before the Board of Health and met with Town Manager 
Scott Crabtree. He also got a chance to meet about 50 residents, 
business leaders and public officials at a reception at Polcari’s.      

“I want to continue the transparency Jairaj and Eric developed and 
enhance it,” Kendrigan said. “My goal is to listen to the community, 
find out their concerns and work to address those concerns.”

Coming to Saugus is especially meaningful to Kendrigan, not only 
because of the geography but also the role the plant plays in the 
history of the company and the energy-from-waste industry.

“Saugus was the first commercially viable energy-from-waste plant 
in the country,” he said. “It’s an honor to work at this facility.”

After graduating from Massachusetts Maritime Academy in 1993 
with a degree in marine engineering, Kendrigan spent eight years as 
an engineer in the Merchant Marine, shipping out for several months 
at a time. He landed at Wheelabrator in 2001 as operations manager 
at the Claremont, N.H. plant and was promoted to plant manager 
within four months.

Kendrigan left Massachusetts to take over as plant manager at 
Wheelabrator Gloucester in 2004, then accepted the same role at 
Wheelabrator Westchester in upstate New York in 2007, before 
being promoted to regional vice president in 2013. In Florida, he 
oversaw three energy-from-waste plants and another independent 
power plant.

Throughout his tenure with Wheelabrator, Kendrigan has always 
taken an active role in the communities he has worked. He plans on 
continuing that in Saugus.

“I’m fortunate to be coming into a situation where the plant and 
the people who have run it have made community engagement a 
priority,” he said. “I want to build on that. We want to continue to 
make an impact in Saugus with the many school and community 
organizations we have helped in the past, as well as seek out new 
opportunities to get involved. That is very important to me.”

Kendrigan said his wife, Seana, and children, Liam,15, Connor, 12, 
and Courtney,10, are also happy to be living in this part of the 
country again.                      

Happy homecoming
for general manager
(continued from page 1)

New General Manager Peter Kendrigan received his first official introduction to the Saugus 
community at a reception at Polcari’s in January. About 50 residents, business leaders and 
elected officials attended the event. 

“This was a good opportunity to meet some people and help them put a name to a face,” 
Kendrigan said. “I’m grateful to those who took the time to come.”

Saugus rolls out welcome 
mat for Peter Kendrigan

Saugus resident Gene Decareau and John Smolinsky, VP of Business 
Development for Webster First Federal Credit Union.

Mark Littlefield of The Wireless Experience, Peter Kendrigan and Lynn City 
Councilor Brian LaPierre.
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Monofill, sanctuary 
tours a big hit 
As part of an ongoing effort to give the  
community a closer look at all facets of its operation, 
Wheelabrator Saugus hosted a series of tours of 
the monofill and Bear Creek Wildlife Sanctuary.

More than 200 people attended the tours, which 
began in the summer and ran through mid-November. 

The tours featured a presentation describing the 
energy-from-waste process, monofill operation and 
environmental controls in place. Attendees were then 
taken on a driven tour of the monofill and wildlife 
sanctuary, guided by Wheelabrator Vice President of 
Environmental, Health and Safety Jim Connolly and 
Geoff Wilson of Northeast Wetlands Restoration, 
who manages the sanctuary for Wheelabrator. 

“The tours provide an opportunity to give people 
an up-close look at our operation and ask any 
questions they may have,” Connolly said. “That 
is beneficial for both the community and us.”

A new round of tours will be held this spring (see below).

Vice President of Environmental, Health and 
Safety Jim Connolly describes the monofill at 
Wheelabrator Saugus.

Town Manager Scott Crabtree welcomed Peter Kendrigan to Saugus and expressed his 
appreciation for the company’s sponsorship of the holiday tree lighting ceremony. 

Welcome to SaugusSpring tour dates 
announced 

You are invited to tour the 
Wheelabrator Saugus monofill 

and wildlife sanctuary.
 

May 18 
June 8 

June 29 
 

Tours start at 5 p.m. and 
include a presentation on the 
energy-from-waste process,  
monofill operation and Bear 
Creek Wildlife Sanctuary. If 
you would like to attend, 

please RSVP to  
comms@wtienergy.com.

Did you 
know? 

Monofill vs. landfill

A monofill such as the one 
at Wheelabrator Saugus 
receives only ash, while a 
traditional landfill receives 

multiple forms of municipal 
solid waste. 

 
A monofill is widely 

considered one of the 
most responsible ways to 

dispose of municipal waste 
combustor residue.



100 Salem Turnpike, Saugus, MA 01906 

Exercise your right to get in touch with nature.

Join us on a bird walk at  
Bear Creek Wildlife Sanctuary.
Check wtienergy.com/saugus for schedule.


