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Wheelabrator Saugus has submitted an application 
to the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Protection (MassDEP) for continued use of the ash 
monofill adjacent to the energy-from-waste plant. 

The application seeks no change in the daily capacity, 
the materials deposited or the operation of the 
monofill. The only proposed change is to add capacity 
within two of the five internal valleys of the monofill 
in a configuration that is consistent with that of the 
three other approved valleys. The modification would 
not increase the monofill’s height, footprint or lateral 
measurement.  

“We are continuing to use the same process we 
currently use with the same proven environmental 
controls,” said Jim Connolly, Wheelabrator Vice 
President Environmental Health and Safety.

Wheelabrator applies 
to DEP for continued 
use of ash monofill
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Scene at Bear Creek
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Please recycle this newsletter. 

While the primary function of the Wheelabrator Saugus 
plant is to convert local residential and business waste 
into clean renewable energy, the facility plays other 
important roles in the local community. I think this 
edition of Wheelabrator News effectively highlights a 
number of those roles.

From an operations standpoint, we are continually 
conducting maintenance to ensure that our energy-
from-waste facility remains state-of-the-art. In this 
edition, you will read about a project undertaken 
late last fall – a major overhaul of the steam turbine 
and main steam condenser – that not only made our 
operation more efficient, but also resulted in a $4 
million investment in wages and capital equipment.

A commitment to the community is central to our 
philosophy at Wheelabrator Saugus. One way in 
which we are able to demonstrate that commitment 
is a strong partnership with Saugus Public Schools 
and supporting events such as Unsung Heroes and 
the Saugus Business Education Collaborative. You will 
meet this year’s Unsung Heroes on pages 4-5.

In addition to operating in compliance with all local, 
state and federal regulations, we take great pride in the 
work that has been done to make Bear Creek Wildlife 

Sanctuary the environmental oasis it has become. As 
you will read in this edition, Bear Creek has never been 
more popular among birds and birders alike.

Wheelabrator Saugus has been operating since 
1975. We provide a necessary waste-management 
service and in the process create enough low-carbon 
electricity to power 38,000 homes. Our goal is to 
continue operating in the same manner we have for 
the last four decades. 

We have submitted to the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) 
an application for a permit to continue using the 
monofill adjacent to our facility for the disposal of 
ash residue generated in the energy-from-waste 
process. This would allow us to continue operating 
in the same manner for an additional 4-5 years. We 
look forward to the public input process that will be 
directed by MassDEP. 

As this process plays out, we are disappointed that 
town leadership has not granted our request to have 
a meaningful dialogue on the future of our operation 
and how the town could benefit significantly more 
than it does currently. However, we remain open and 
eager to have that conversation.

MESSAGE FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

Commitment to community
is of central concern
BY PETER KENDRIGAN

EMPLOYEE PROFILE: NORMA GIRALDI

Finding a home
at Wheelabrator

A maintenance and upgrade project at Wheelabrator 
Saugus in the fourth quarter of 2016 generated more 
than $4 million in additional economic activity for the 
local area, creating more than 150 new jobs.

The economic benefits of this project are in addition to 
the $28 million in economic activity and 130 full-time 
jobs that Wheelabrator Saugus generates in the region 
directly and indirectly every year. In Saugus alone, that 
equates to $15 million in economic activity, 46 full-time 
jobs, and more than $3 million in taxes and additional 
philanthropy.

“Periodic upgrades that maintain our state-of-the-art 
facility are part of our commitment to the environment and 
the communities we serve, beginning with Saugus,” said 
Wheelabrator Saugus General Manager Peter Kendrigan. 

“They are intended to make us a more efficient producer 
of electricity, and they have the added benefit of making a 
major economic contribution to Saugus and surrounding 
communities.”

The maintenance and upgrade project ran from Oct. 23 
to Nov. 23 with a $4.5 million investment in wages and 
capital equipment. Local vendors and workers were given 
preference on the work, and in addition to the investment 
with the plant, workers on the project spent approximately 
$20,000 on local lodging facilities in Saugus.

Wheelabrator Saugus has an electric generating capacity 
of more than 37 megawatts, the equivalent of supplying 
the electrical needs of 38,000 Massachusetts homes in 
addition to its own operations.

Permit application
submitted to DEP

Investing in facility, community

(continued from page 1)

To plan for the possibility that the monofill 
reaches its currently permitted airspace 
before the application process is complete, 
Wheelabrator Technologies has submitted a 
second application to MassDEP to transport 
ash off site to alternative monofills on an 
as-needed basis. This option would represent 
only a temporary solution because the 26 
daily truck trips associated with off-site ash 
transport will result in a significantly larger 
impact on the environment and higher costs 
for municipal and business customers.

The permit review process is expected to 
take four to six months and will include the 
opportunity for public input, coordinated by 
MassDEP.

“We look forward to the permit review 
process and the public comment period,” said 
Connolly. “Meanwhile, we continue to seek 
a meaningful dialogue with town officials 
about a long-term plan for the monofill that 
would maintain and enhance Wheelabrator’s 
value to the town.”

The Massachusetts Environmental Policy 
Act (MEPA) conducted an environmental 
impact review in 2016 and determined 
that the project did not require additional 
environmental review. As part of the public 
comment period, Wheelabrator supporters 
submitted more than 900 letters of support 
and signatures and MEPA held a public 
hearing at the monofill site.

“Throughout the open and transparent MEPA 
review, we maintained that the best solution 
for processing the region’s solid waste is the 
continuation of a process that has proven 
to be environmentally responsible and in 
compliance with all local, state and federal 
regulations,” Connolly said. 

Wheelabrator Saugus is an integral part of 
the region’s environmental and economic 
infrastructure, providing nearby communities 
and businesses with an environmentally-
sound way to convert post-recycled waste 
to clean energy while creating millions in 
economic benefits to the Town of Saugus, 
including jobs, taxes and support for 
community organizations and activities. 

Norma Giraldi with gift baskets she prepared for 
the Taste for Education event.

Whether it’s greeting visitors at the front desk or 
delivering presents to the Waybright School, Norma 
Giraldi has quickly become a recognizable face at 
Wheelabrator Saugus. 

Giraldi admittedly did not know much about the 
company prior to coming to work here as an operations 
specialist in May 2016. After being at Wheelabrator 
for a year and seeing first-hand the commitment to 
safety and compliance, Giraldi is impressed.

“Everyone is extremely safety-conscious,” Giraldi said. 
“There is constant environmental health and safety 
training that takes place across the business.”

Giraldi, who has lived in Saugus for 10 years, wears 
several hats at Wheelabrator Saugus, providing 
support to General Manager Peter Kendrigan, 
managing human resources issues and payroll, and 
helping to prepare reports for management. 

“There is a very positive energy among the 
employees,” she said. “Everybody takes their job 
seriously and works as one team. And management 
treats everyone with respect.”

A Connecticut native, Giraldi worked in management 
in the transportation industry for 33 years. She 
relocated to the area 14 years ago and lived in 
Melrose and Wakefield before moving to Saugus.

Giraldi has two children – a son who lives in Rhode Island 
and a daughter in college who lives with her. She has seven 
siblings and 29 nieces and nephews. She enjoys crafting, 
cooking, Zumba, interior decorating, walking, and dogs and 
cats. 

She is happy to be at Wheelabrator Saugus. “I saw the job 
opening and I felt I could help support the team,” she said. 
“It has been a rewarding experience.”

Wheelabrator Technologies is glad to have her.

“Norma plays a valuable role at the plant,” Kendrigan said. 
“She is well-liked by her colleagues and she contributes to 
the positive atmosphere. We’re glad to have her.”
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Unsung Heroes get their due in Saugus

Thanks to the Saugus Business Education Collaborative (SBEC), Saugus students who 
may normally fly under the radar have received some well-deserved recognition.

Nine Saugus Public Schools students were honored as Unsung Heroes by the SBEC 
March 28 at a dinner and awards ceremony at Prince Pizzeria sponsored by Wheelabrator 
Saugus.

The students were recognized for their academic efforts and contributions to their 
school community. To qualify for the award, students must show consistent academic 
effort, exemplary character, mature behavior and good citizenship. 

“This event is a wonderful opportunity to recognize students who brighten the lives of others 
by their efforts and example, and contribute to a positive atmosphere in their schools,” said Jim 
Connolly, Wheelabrator Vice President of Environmental Health and Safety.

The 2017 Unsung Heroes are: Cameron Anderson and Madison Riera, Veterans Memorial 

Elementary; Devany Millerick, Oaklandvale Elementary; Vanessa Murati, Waybright 

Elementary; Dominic Wadland, Lynnhurst Elementary; Jessica Carter and Constantine 

Haralabatos, Belmonte Middle School; and Isabella Lopresti and Dalia Rajeh, Saugus 

High School. 

The honorees received a trophy, Barnes & Noble gift card and citation from the 

Massachusetts House of Representatives, courtesy of Rep. Donald Wong.
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1. Saugus High principal Michael Hashem, teacher Andrea Sisson, Isabella  
LoPresti, teacher Kristina Crepeau and Wheelabrator’s Jim Connolly
2. Lynnhurst teachers Lynne Callahan and Trudy Williamson, Dominic 
Wadland, Jim Connolly and Lynnhurst principal Michael Mondello
3. Oaklandvale teacher Catherine Cancelliere, Devany Millerick, Jim 
Connolly and principal Eric Jones
4. Veterans Memorial principal Tracey Ragucci, teacher Debbie 
Mallon, Madison Riera and Jim Connolly
5. Belmonte principal Kerry Robbins, teacher Sophia Hennessey, 
Constantine Haralabatos and Jim Connolly
6. Saugus High principal Michael Hashem, librarian Kate Payne, 
teacher Rick Lavoie, Dalia Rajeh and Jim Connolly
7. Veterans Memorial principal Tracey Ragucci, teacher Kristin Barclay,
Cameron Anderson and Jim Connolly
8. Waybright principal Kelly Moss, teacher Christine Fama, Vanessa 
Murati and Jim Connolly
9. Belmonte principal Kerry Robbins, teacher Stephanie DeCristoforo, 
Jessica Carter and Jim Connolly

Jim Connolly, Wheelabrator Vice President of Environmental Health and Safety, back left, and Saugus Superintendent of Schools David DeRuosi with the Unsung Heroes.
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All eyes on Bear Creek Sanctuary earns 
WHC certification 

BY GEOFF WILSON

The spring birding season at Bear Creek Wildlife 
Sanctuary, located adjacent to the Wheelabrator 
Technologies ash monofill in Saugus, has been 
fantastic. Record-breaking warm temperatures across 
the South Central United States encouraged the 
spring migrants off to an early start, only to be stalled 
out in New England by two late-season snowstorms. 
The interruption of the spring migration resulted in 
an exceptional opportunity to observe winter resident 
species alongside the fresh migrating species at Bear 
Creek.

During a one-month period starting in early March, more 
than 300 visitors came to Bear Creek Wildlife Sanctuary 
to view this unique mixture of bird species, which 
included the Smith’s Longspur, Eastern Meadowlarks, 
and Short-eared Owls. All three of these open-country 
species are extremely rare in Eastern Massachusetts. 

Wheelabrator Technologies received the Wildlife 
Habitat Council (WHC) Conservation Certification for 
the Bear Creek Wildlife Sanctuary at Wheelabrator 
Saugus, demonstrating the company’s commitment to 
environmental stewardship. 

“Wheelabrator’s Bear Creek Wildlife Sanctuary was 
recognized for meeting the strict requirements of WHC 
Conservation Certification,” said Margaret O’Gorman, 
WHC president. “Companies such as Wheelabrator 
Saugus achieving WHC Conservation Certification 
are environmental leaders, voluntarily managing their 
lands to support sustainable ecosystems and the 
communities that surround them.”

Bear Creek is a 370-acre wildlife refuge abutting the 
2,274-acre Rumney Marsh ecosystem in Saugus and 
Revere that operates in concert with the adjacent 
Wheelabrator monofill and energy-from-waste facility. 
The sanctuary is home to 178 species of migratory 
birds, as well as other wildlife, such as coyotes, foxes, 
raccoons and snakes. 

Wheelabrator has strived to increase diversity on 
the site, providing quality food sources, cover and 
space for migratory birds, and controlling targeted 
invasive plants. Through partnerships with local 
educational institutes, the sanctuary is actively used 
as a classroom and field laboratory for a variety of 
environmental studies.

Bear Creek has become a favored site for birders, who 
regularly visit the site to check in on the species that 
have made it their home. Earlier this year, a Smith’s 
Longspur was spotted at Bear Creek for the second 

The Smith’s Longspur, rarest of the three, has only been 
recorded in the state of Massachusetts on four occasions, 
two of which have been in the grasslands of the Bear 
Creek Wildlife Sanctuary.

Other species recorded during this spring’s weather 
layover were five first-time visitors to Bear Creek, 
including the Northern Shoveler, Winter Wren, 
Northern Shrike, and Ross’s Goose. 

Looking back at the highlights of the 2016-17 bird walk 
season, our friends of the Bear Creek Wildlife Sanctuary 
recorded nine new species and 43 species high counts, 
meaning the highest number of individuals for a single 
species recorded at the sanctuary on the same bird 
walk. Many of the 2016-17 high count species included 
rare grassland species including Horned Larks, Lapland 
Longspurs, Short-eared Owls, American Kestrels, and 
Upland Sandpipers.

With the return of the warmer weather, our species 
lists continued to turn over with new species each 
week until the weekly bird walks ended for the 
breeding season. 

If you would like to join us for a Sunday morning bird 
walk or to stay in touch by subscribing to the Bear 
Creek newsletter, please send an email request to 
comms@wtienergy.com.

Geoff Wilson is principal of Northeast Wetland 
Restoration, which manages Bear Creek Wildlife 
Sanctuary for Wheelabrator Saugus.

The Smith’s Longspur

A Short-eared Owl, in flight, and at right

A Juvenile Cooper’s Hawk A Red-tailed Hawk

A Snowy Owl Three White-tailed Deer.

consecutive year, attracting hundreds of birders over a 
three-week span. Last winter, a Swainson’s Hawk was 
also spotted at the sanctuary.

Geoff Wilson of Northeast Wetlands Restoration, 
which manages Bear Creek for Wheelabrator, has seen 
the site grow in popularity.

“We are very pleased to see the community benefit 
from the educational and environmental opportunities 
available at Bear Creek,” Wilson said. “The sanctuary 
is thriving in its intended use.”

“We are honored to receive this recertification from 
the Wildlife Habitat Council,” said Jim Connolly, 
Wheelabrator’s vice president of environmental health 
and safety. “We are very proud of the sanctuary, which 
has blossomed into one of the North Shore’s largest 
bird migration staging areas and a habitat for nearly 

200 bird species as well as other wildlife, and is a 
unique asset for the residents and communities of 
Saugus and Revere.”

The Wildlife Habitat Council promotes and certifies 
habitat conservation and management on corporate 
lands through partnerships and education. WHC 
Conservation Certification programs take corporate 
sustainability goals and objectives and translate 
them into tangible and measurable on-the-ground 
actions. Through a focus on building collaboration 
for conservation with corporate employees, other 
conservation organizations, government agencies and 
community members, WHC programs focus on healthy 
ecosystems and connected communities. WHC-assisted 
wildlife habitat and conservation education programs 
are found in 45 states, the District of Columbia and 
13 countries. 
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World Series Park to host Veterans/Military Appreciation Day

Bob Davis, left, superintendent of World Series 
Park, with Peter Kendrigan, general manager 
of Wheelabrator Saugus, which is sponsoring 
the Veterans/Military Appreciation Day at 
World Series Park on Sept. 16.

World Series Park will host a Veterans/Military 
Appreciation Day September 16, sponsored by 
Wheelabrator Saugus. The all-day event will be free 
and open to the public. 

“Our goal is to have the community come together 
to honor our veterans and active military,” said Bob 
Davis, superintendent of World Series Park, noting 
that all veterans and active military will be invited 
to attend, receive Challenge coins and be treated to 
food and drink.

Davis said he and his committee are thankful for 
Wheelabrator Technologies’ engagement in the 
community event as well as the many other Saugus 
area restaurants and businesses who have agreed to 
donate food. “We are grateful for Wheelabrator’s part-
nership and also appreciate the support of the Saugus 
Veterans Council. We think this will be a fun, commu-
nity event and encourage all to attend,” Davis said.

A commemorative ceremony will take place featuring 
elected and military officials, parachutists, sports 
personalities, entertainment and a special guest 
arriving by helicopter, Davis said. U.S. flags will be 
distributed free of charge.

Following the ceremony a baseball game will be 
played between Army (West Point) and opponent to 
be determined. The annual Saugus alumni baseball 
game will also be played. Softball games and track 
events are also in the works.

“We appreciate the opportunity to partner with Bob 
Davis and the Saugus Veterans Council to honor our 
veterans and active military personnel, and pay tribute 

to their service to our country,” said Peter Kendrigan, 

general manager of Wheelabrator Saugus, an ener-

gy-from-waste business that utilizes local waste as a 

fuel to generate more than 37 megawatts of clean, 

renewable energy to meet the needs electrical needs 

of 38,000 nearby homes.

Other elements of the event include: a display of mili-

tary vehicles and classic cars, drill teams and marching 

units, military reenactments and displays, a parade of 

motorcycles and a large American flag displayed from 

a fire truck. 

Two other ceremonies will also take place: an 

unveiling and dedication of a POW/MIA stadium seat 

and the annual ceremony honoring POWs and MIAs 

conducted by the Saugus Veterans Council.

There will be all-day entertainment provided by the 

U.S. Navy Band, Tom Rosa and Company, the Senior 

Tones and Beat ConnXtionz Dance Company. A moon 

bounce and costumed characters will provide enter-

tainment for the children. Booths with food and 

drinks will round out the event. 


