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Ballard students
bond with nature
at Bear Creek
More than 150 students, teachers and parents from
the Ballard Early Childhood Center got up close and
personal with nature during the school’s annual
field trip to Wheelabrator Technologies’ Bear Creek
Wildlife Sanctuary.
Students learned about bees and the importance of
pollination; plants at the sanctuary and the animals
that rely on them; the coastal landscape and estuary;
and how butterflies come into being. They also
planted wildflower seeds, and there was an arts and
crafts station. After the learning stations, the students
enjoyed lunch from Prince Pizza and entertainment.
“The students look forward to visiting Wheelabrator’s
Bear Creek Wildlife Sanctuary every
continued on page 4

Geoff Wilson leads Ballard students on a walk through Bear Creek Wildlife Sanctuary.

Wheelabrator tees up support for golf team

IN THIS ISSUE
From the general manager.......... Page 2
Not just for the birds................... Page 3
Veterans School field trip........... Page 5
Veterans/military appreciation...... Page 6

Members of the Saugus High golf team practiced at the driving range at Wheelabrator Saugus
prior to their team trip to Disney World. Additional photos on page 7.
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Proud to share Bear Creek
with the Saugus community
PETER KENDRIGAN

Peter Kendrigan
General Manager

Wheelabrator Saugus
100 Salem Turnpike
Saugus, MA 01906
781.233.7600
www.wtienergy.com/Saugus

If you have any questions or would
like to take a tour of Wheelabrator
Saugus, please call 781.233.7600.
If you would prefer to receive
an electronic version of the
Wheelabrator Saugus Community
News, please send an email to
comms@wtienergy.com.

Welcome to the Fall 2017 edition of Wheelabrator
Saugus Community News. Through this publication,
we are able to give residents of Saugus a snapshot of
our operations, as well as the many ways in which we
engage and interact with the community.
We had a busy spring and early summer in that regard.
We were excited to have more than 100 fifth-graders
from the Veterans Memorial Elementary School come
to Bear Creek Wildlife Sanctuary for a day of interactive
learning. Students learned about bees, plants, migratory
birds that use the sanctuary as a habitat, as well as the
energy-from-waste process used at the plant.
We were also pleased to have the Ballard Early
Childhood Center students make their annual visit. In
addition to learning about the sanctuary, the Ballard
students enjoyed crafts, lunch and entertainment. We
have enjoyed a productive partnership with Ballard for
many years, and are always impressed with the great
work accomplished there. With the early education

program moving to Waybright School, we look forward
to continuing to host Saugus’ youngest students at
Bear Creek.
Some members of the Saugus High golf team were
able to get in some practice on the driving range at our
monofill prior to their trip to Disney World in August.
We are proud to partner with Saugus schools on a
variety of initiatives. Under tireless coach Jeff Mitchell,
the Saugus High golf teams – boys and girls – have
flourished over the last several years and we are proud
to play a very small part in that success by providing
them with a practice facility of their own.
Youth aren’t the only ones enjoying the Bear Creek
experience. We had a large number of visitors join us
for a tour of Bear Creek and look forward to the next
round of tours this fall. Please check the tour schedule at
wtienergy.com/Saugus and try to attend one of the tours.
I hope you all had a relaxing summer and wish you the
best for a fantastic fall.

“There are hundreds of kids who get to play baseball here because of the
support of companies like Wheelabrator. It seems like all we have to do is ask
and Wheelabrator is willing to help.”

Bob Davis, Superintendent, World Series Park
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Communications Team
100 Arboretum Drive, Suite 310
Portsmouth, NH 03801
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To develop, deliver and realize
the potential of clean energy.
At Wheelabrator, that’s our vision.
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Tom Carroll sworn in as Saugus Rotary president

Tom Carroll, who works with Wheelabrator Saugus on community outreach, was sworn in as president of the Saugus Rotary Club.
In photo at left, Carroll, center, is congratulated by from left, Jordan Osbon of Wheelabrator, Danielle Ferrara, Isabel Brito McCarrier,
Stephanie Mastrocola, School Committee Chair Jeannie Meredith, Town Manager Scott Crabtree, Michelle Nadeau of Wheelabrator, Tara
McCarthy, and School Committee member Linda Gaieski. In photo at right, Carroll accepts the gavel from outgoing president Dan Pranka.

Bear Creek Wildlife Sanctuary is not just for the birds
Visitors to Bear Creek Wildlife Sanctuary at
Wheelabrator Saugus are often surprised to learn that
the first migrating species to leave the sanctuary every
fall doesn’t have feathers.
Longtime birder and Bear Creek visitor Soheil Zendeh
was the first to notice this phenomenon. During an
opening day Sunday bird walk a few seasons ago, the
air was still and thousands of Common Green Darners
(dragonflies) filled the sky. The group returned on the
following Tuesday to take a closer look, and every last
one of them was gone, and so were the nine American
Kestrels that had been feeding on them.
In every year since, near the end of August, thousands
of Common Green Darners descend from the north to
take over the grassland while they wait for the call to
move farther south.
According to Arkive.org, the Common Green Darner
is North America’s most common and widespread
dragonfly. Its range is from Alaska, and Southern
Canada, south to Mexico. It is even found in Bermuda
and in the Caribbean, including Cuba, the Bahamas,
the Cayman Islands, Dominican Republic, Haiti,
Jamaica, Puerto Rico and the British Virgin Islands.
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Students, staff and parents from the Ballard Early Childhood Center enjoyed their annual field trip to Bear Creek Wildlife Sanctuary at Wheelabrator.

Ballard students
bond with nature
at Bear Creek
(continued from page 1)
year,” said Ballard Principal Marie Bridges. “It’s an
opportunity for them to learn about nature in a fun
environment.”
“The kids love coming here,” teacher Barbara Wall
said. “Wheelabrator Saugus does a great job of making
an educational field trip an enjoyable experience. The
kids learned a lot and had a good time doing it.”
Bear Creek is a 370-acre wildlife refuge abutting the
2,274-acre Rumney Marsh ecosystem in Saugus and
Revere that operates in concert with the adjacent
Wheelabrator monofill and energy-from-waste
facility. The sanctuary, which has received the Wildlife
Habitat Council (WHC) Conservation Certification,
demonstrating Wheelabrator’s commitment to
environmental stewardship, is home to 178 species
of migratory birds, as well as other wildlife, such as
coyotes, foxes, raccoons and snakes. Wheelabrator
has strived to increase diversity on the site, providing
quality food sources, cover and space for migratory
birds. Through partnerships with local educational
institutes, the sanctuary is actively used as a classroom
and field laboratory for a variety of environmental
studies.
“We are proud of Bear Creek and pleased to share
it with the community,” said Peter Kendrigan,
Wheelabrator Saugus general manager. “The students
learn about environmental sustainability, responsible
waste management and a natural resource in their own
community that they may not have been aware of.”

Ballard students were anxious to learn about the 10 beehives maintained at Bear Creek.

Students were bubbly about the entertainment, especially when Ms. Wall assisted.
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Bear Creek a sanctuary for learning for Veterans students
Approximately 110 fifth-graders from the Veterans
Memorial Elementary School experienced interactive
learning during an environmental adventure at
Wheelabrator Technologies’ Bear Creek Wildlife
Sanctuary.
Rotating among five stations, the students learned
about bees and the importance of pollination; plants
at the sanctuary and the animals that rely on them; the
coastal landscape and estuary; the energy-from-waste
process used at the adjacent Wheelabrator Saugus
plant; and the various species of migratory birds that
use the sanctuary as a habitat. There was also an arts
and crafts station, at which students created a bird
masquerade mask.
After the learning stations, the students enjoyed lunch
from Prince Pizza.
“The students enjoyed it very much,” said fifth-grade
teacher Debbie Mallon. “Wheelabrator’s presentation
was very well organized and the information was
presented in a fun manner. It was a great day overall.”
Fifth-grade teacher William Palmerini concurred.

Geoff Wilson leads students on a nature walk.

“I think many of the students didn’t realize this
beautiful sanctuary was here,” he said. “It was an eyeopener for them and their teachers. We look forward to
visiting Wheelabrator again.”

Bear Creek is a 370-acre wildlife refuge abutting the
2,274-acre Rumney Marsh ecosystem in Saugus and
Revere that operates in concert with the adjacent
Wheelabrator monofill and energy-from-waste
facility. The sanctuary, which has received the Wildlife
Habitat Council (WHC) Conservation Certification,
demonstrating Wheelabrator’s commitment to
environmental stewardship, is home to 178 species
of migratory birds, as well as other wildlife, such as
coyotes, foxes, raccoons and snakes.
Wheelabrator has strived to increase diversity on the
site, providing quality food sources, cover and space
for migratory birds, and controlling targeted invasive
plants. Through partnerships with local educational
institutes, the sanctuary is actively used as a classroom
and field laboratory for a variety of environmental
studies.
The event was coordinated by Geoff Wilson of
Northeast Wetlands Restoration, which manages
Bear Creek for Wheelabrator. He was assisted by
approximately 28 employee and community volunteers,
led by a contingent from the Saugus Rotary Club.
“We were extremely pleased with how the day went,”
said Wheelabrator Saugus General Manager Peter
Kendrigan. “The students were genuinely interested in
the material. We appreciate the opportunity to provide
them with an enjoyable, educational experience.”

Veterans School fifth-graders learned about bees and pollination.

Students got a bird’s-eye view of the coastal landscape.

Joseph Botto enjoyed the hands-on experience at Bear Creek.
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Veterans/Military
Appreciation Day
at World Series
Park Sept. 16

Giving and receiving appreciation

Saugus will show its gratitude to veterans and active
military at the Veterans/Military Appreciation Day
at World Series Park on Sept. 16. The all-day event,
which is free and open to the public, is sponsored by
Wheelabrator Technologies in Saugus.
“Our goal is to have the community come together to
honor our veterans and active military,” said Bob Davis,
superintendent of World Series Park, noting that all
veterans and active military will be invited to attend,
receive Challenge coins and be treated to food and
drink.
Davis said he and his committee are thankful for
Wheelabrator’s engagement in the community event
as well as the many other Saugus-area restaurants
and businesses who have agreed to donate food. “We
are grateful for Wheelabrator’s partnership and also
appreciate the support of the Saugus Veterans Council.
We think this will be a fun, community event and
encourage all to attend,” Davis said.
A commemorative ceremony will take place at 11 a.m.
featuring elected and military officials, parachutists,
sports personalities, entertainment and the landing
and display of a Massachusetts National Guard Army
Blackhawk helicopter. U.S. flags will be distributed free
of charge.

Wheelabrator Saugus General Manager Peter Kendrigan visited Veterans Elementary
School to present Barnes & Noble gift cards to students who, under the direction of
teacher Jaclyn Hunter (far right), produced a video about their field trip to Bear Creek
Wildlife Sanctuary. From left, Max Johnson, Joseph Botto, Ruby Cisneros-Tejada and
Gwen Tamlin. Daniella Roper also worked on the video, which can be viewed at
youtu.be/mBj3iOmqL9s.

The honored guest will be Captain Richard Kent, a
Purple Heart recipient who served in Afghanistan. A
torch lighting and balloon release will also be part of
the ceremony, which will be hosted by former Boston
TV personality Barry Nolan.
Before and after the ceremony there will be a variety of
entertainment, including: the Senior Tones, Tom Rosa
& Company Singers, the Uncle Steve Band and Beat
ConnXtionz Dance Company.
Other elements of the all-day event include: a display
of military vehicles and classic cars, drill teams and
marching units, military reenactments, a parade of
motorcycles and a large American flag displayed from
a fire ladder truck.
Two other ceremonies will also take place. One will be
an unveiling and dedication of a POW/MIA stadium
seat. The other will be the annual ceremony honoring
POWs and MIAs that will be conducted by the Saugus
Veterans Council.
A moon bounce and costumed characters will provide
entertainment for children. Booths, raffles and food
and drinks round out the event.
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Members of the Saugus Historical Commission presented Wheelabrator Saugus
General Manager Peter Kendrigan a plaque in recognition of the company’s
longstanding support of the Round Hill restoration project. Round Hill is an area of
historical and archaeological significance off of Hamilton Street, behind the public
safety building. The official dedication of the site will be held Sept. 19 at 10 a.m.
Presenting the plaque to Kendrigan, second from left, were Historical Commission
members, from left, Stephen Carlson, Marilyn Carlson and Jean Swanson.

Saugus High golf teams feel at home at Wheelabrator
Wheelabrator Saugus provides the Saugus High boys and girls golf teams with a practice area at the monofill adjacent to the energy-from-waste facility. Members of the teams,
coached by Jeff Mitchell, practiced prior to their team trip to Disney World in late August. Wheelabrator was also proud to sponsor the teams’ annual fundrasing tournament
on Aug. 4 and provide all team members with new hats to wear on the trip and during the upcoming season.
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100 Salem Turnpike, Saugus, MA 01906

Exercise your right to get in touch with nature.
Join us on a bird walk at		
Bear Creek Wildlife Sanctuary.
Check wtienergy.com/saugus for schedule.
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